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• INTERCHANGE  BETWEEN  JAPANESE  FOREIGN  OFFICE 
AND  BRITISH  ON  MUTUAL  RELATIONSHIPS." 


Note  from  Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  containing  message 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  been 
laid  before  Prime  Minister. 

Prime  Minister  is  gratified  to  observe  that  Monsieur  Matsuoka  sees 
no  reason  to  apprehend  any  untoward  developments  in  East  Asia,  and 
notes  with  satisfaction  his  assurance  about  peaceful  intentions  of  Japanese 
Government . 

Since  Monsieur  Matsuoka,  for  his  part,  makes  reference  to  "movements 
of  British  and  American  Governments  in  their  attempt  to  expedite  and 
enlarge  warlike  preparations",  prime  Minister  would  allow  himself  to  offer 
certain  observations  which  he  hopes  may  remove  any  misunderstanding  of 
position  of  H.  M.  's  Government* 

There  is  no  question  of  H.  14.  's  Government  making  any  attack  upon 
or  committing  any  act  of  aggression  against  Japan;  and  Prime  Minister 
is  sure  that  this  also  represents  intentions  of  Uhited  States,  though 
of  course  he  cannot  claim  to  speak  for  them.  All  preparations  which 
are  being  made  in  Oriental  Regions  by  Great  Britain  and  United  States 
are  of  a  purely  defensive  character.  Incidentally,  Prime  Minister 
would  wish  to  assure  Monsieur  Matsuoka  that  concern  which  Mr.  Eden 
expressed  to  Japanese  Ambassador  was  not  based  exclusively  on  reports 
from  H.  U.  'a  Ambassador  in  Tokyo,  but  on  the  course  of  events  in  Far 
Bast  and  on  a  study  of  the  speeches  of  Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  himself. 

Turning  now  to  the  war  in  progress  in  Europe  between  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  it  will  be  within  Monsieur  Matsuoka's  recollection  that, 
before  outbreak  of  war,  H„U.  'a  Government  made  every  offer,  by  concession 
and  reasonable  dealing,  to  avert  hostilities.  That  is  recognised 
throughout  the  world,  and  indeed  the  Government  of  the  day  in  this 
country  were  severely  criticised  for  having  travelled  too  far  along  this 
road.  Their  ef forts  were  unavailing,  and  German  Government,  by  attacking 
Poland  after  so  many  breaches  of  faith  and  of  treaties,  chose  arbitrament 
of  war.  H.M.'a  Government,  having  thus  been  forced  to  enter  -iron  this 
grievous  quarrel,  have  no  thought  but  to  carry  it  to  a  victorious  conclusion. 
Naturally  it  takes  some  time  for  the  peaceful  communities  which* compose 
British  Empire  to  overtake  military  preparations  of  countries  which  have 
long  been  exulting  in  their  martial  might,  and  adapting  their  industries 
to  war  production.  But  even  ndw  H.M.'s  Government  feel  well  assured 
of  their  ability  to  maintain  themselves  against  all  oomers,  and  they  have 
every  reason  to  hope  that  within  a  few  months  they  will,  with  rapidly 
increasing  supply  of  materials  which  is  coming  from  Uhited  3tates,  be 
overwhelmingly  strong. 
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from  °iQ  mke3  6111113100  t0  h8lP  this  country  receiving 

£  !L?ite?  3tai®3  °f  America*  Minister  would  observe  that  that  help 

la  being  given  for  very  reason  that  battle  which  this  country  is  waging 

.  f°r  overthrow  of  system  of  lawlessness  and  violence  abroad  and  coldT 
ruei  tyranny  at  home  which  constitutes  Gern»n  Naziism  regime. 

13  ^J1?  ayatem  that  Pe°Pl0  of  British  Empire,  with  synmathy  and 
support  of  whole  English-speaking  world,  are  resolved  to  extiipate^Mkm 
continent  of  Europe.  H.M.'a  Government  have  no  designs  upon^tegrfty 
of  independence  of  any  other  country,  and  they  seek  no  advantage  for 
themselves  except  satisfaction  of  having  rid  the  earth  of  a  hateful 
:!r^and  of  storing  freedom  to  the  many  insulted  and  enslaved  nations 
P8a^°??tinent'  71113  they  would  rogard  “  greatest  honour  that 

***  the  crowinin«  eipisode  in  what,  for  western  world, 
is  a  long  continuity  of  history.  * 

to  ““I?1101*’  with  loftiest  motives,  has  hinted  at  his  readiness 

iLT in * ^°f  *9tween  the  belligerents.  Prime  Minister  is  sure 

Mat^uokT  °a  331(1  for  th0  reflection,  Monsieur 

Matsuoka  will  understand  that  in  a  cause  of|;his  kind,  not  in  env  wav 

hith  .tarritory*  trade  or  material  gains,  but  affect ing^ole 
ture  of  humanity,  there  can  be  no  question  of  compromise  or  parley 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  profoundest  regret  to  H.M.'a  Govarnment  if  by 
any  circumstance  Japan  and  this  oountry  were  to  become  embroiled,  and  this 
not  only  because  of  their  recollection  of  the  years  during  whioh  two 
countries  were  happily  united  in  alliance,  but  also  because  such  a  melan- 

‘^°ly  evaotHwould  both  spread  and  prolong  the  war  without  however  in 
opinion  of  H.M.  a  Government  altering  its  conclusion.. 


Foreign  Offioe,  f.  1. 
24th  Feoruary.  1941 
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CERTIFICATE 


;/.d.c.  Ho. 

I.R.wi.  Nq« 


I  0U0  _  hereby  certify  thot  I  on  officially  connected 

with  the  Japanese  Government  In  the  follotdne  capacity..  Aaal£taBi  SnleX  _ 


Btt.su e_cm  nn  - - -  - - 7  7””  7*7<7t7i 

I  farther  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  docuinent  is  an  offioial 

document  of  the  Japanese  Government, and  that  it  is  part  of  the  officia 
archives  and  files  of  the  followinc  named  minstry  or  spiff¬ 

ing  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any.  or  any  other  official  desig¬ 
nation  of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files) « 

_  _F£r& ignJ'-ini _ — - — - —  —  —  —  — 

Slfcd  atJE2to2-on  thin  /./  ti„OThnru  Ode 

lai  day  of  0^,1946.  <■ « 


•fitness* 


Signature  of  Official 
SEAL 

atnnt  Chief  Archives.  S.< 
Official  Capacity 


I,  Ric]iQrcLHJL  iatslL  _  .  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with 
the  General"” Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied 
and  that  the  above  certification  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  sie 
official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
1st  day  of  Oct  .  194&« 

-fitness*  /a/  T /L  TaklP. 


NJWE 

ivestigator.  I.P.S_. - 

Official  Capacity 
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